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IN THE claims: 

L (Canceled), 

2. (Canceled) . 

3- (Canceled) . 

4. (Canceled) . 

5. (Currently Amended) A piethod of t ransmitting data across a network 

compris ing the steps of 

r^PPiv^n p a plurality of Internet nrotp r ^l nackets each of which contains data and 

priQi;itv information at a first router. 

enca psulating the data contain ^H in the Internet protocol packets into frame relay 
frames co "taitiinp the priority infonnation: 

transmitting the fraine i^lav frames from the f irst router to a frame relay network 
in a manner determined hv the priority information included in the frame relay frames; 
and 

transmitting the fratne relav fram es acro&s a frame relay network to a second 
router in maimer determined bv the priority informa tion included in the frame relay 
frames 

Tl^P nl^th^^f^ "f "im*^ wHpi^ti the step of transmitting the frame relay frames 
from the first router comprises transmitting the fr ame relay frames over a group of more 
than one permanent virtual circuit and the group of permanent virtual circuits includes at 
least one circuit designated to cany frames containing critical infonnation and at least one 
circuit designated to carry frames containing non-critical information. 

6, (Previously Presented) A method oftransmitting data across a network 
comprising the steps of 

receiving a plurality of Internet protocol packets each of which contains data and 
priority infonnation at a first router; 
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encapsulating the data contained in the Internet protocol packets into frame relay 
frames containing the priority information; 

transmitting the frame f«lay frames from the first router to a frame relay network 
in a manner determined by the priority information included in the frame relay frames; 

transmitting the frame relay frames across a frame relay network to a second 
router in manner determined by the priority information included in the frame relay 
frames 

converting the frame relay frames arriving at the second router into Internet 
protocol packets having the priority information; and 

transmitting the Internet protocol packets from the second router toward a 
destination location in a manner determined by the priority information included in. the 
Intemet protocol packets. 

7. (Canceled) . 


8. (Canceled) . 

9. (Canceled) . 

10. (Canceled) . 

11. (Previously Presented) A method oftransmitting data across a network 

comprising the steps of 

receiving a plurality of Internet protocol packets each of which contains data and 
priority information at a first router; 

encapsulating the data contained in the Intemet protocol packets into frame relay 
frames containing tiie priority infonnation; 

transmitting the frame relay frames from the jBrst router to a frame relay network 
in a maimer determined by the priority information included in the frame relay frames; 
and 
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transxnittmg the frame relay frames across a frame relay network to a second 
router in manner determined by the priority information included in the frame relay 
frames 

wherein the priority information of each Internet protocol packet arriving at the first 
router is a fimction of an address of each Internet protocol packet 

12. (Canceled) 

13* (Canceled) 

14. (Canceled) 
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